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Union Minister Shri Manohar Lal Celebrates Namo Bharat
Diwas, Highlights India’s Transformative Regional
Connectivity

PMAY-Uand PMAY-U 2.0: Over 1.27 Crore Houses
Sanctioned, 1.01Crore Completed

PMAY-U 2.0: Foundation Stone Laid for 40-Unit
Demonstration Housing Projectin Ratanpur

MoHUA Reviews SBM-U 2.0 Progress with Focus on CBG,
WLE and Hill Cities

PMAY-U 2.0 Housing Sanctions Reach 20.80 Lakh after
10th CSMC Meeting

DMRC and MES Sign MoU to Develop Strategic Underground
Infrastructure for Armed Forces
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Union Minister Shri Manohar Lal Celebrates Namo Bharat Diwas,
Highlights India’s Transformative Regional Connectivity

ncrtc::g-
a0 FTRd @A
NAMO BHARAT DIWAS

17" Octeber 2026

On Namo Bharat Diwas, Hon’ble Union Minister Shri Manohar Lal highlighted how Namo Bharat is reshaping In-
dia’s urban mobility landscape by making regional travel faster, safer and more convenient.

Flagged off by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji on 20 October 2023, Namo Bharat has recorded
over 4.5 crore passenger journeys across the 82-km Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut corridor, marking a significant
milestone in India’s journey towards modern, efficient and connected transportation.

Emphasising the wider impact of improved transport, Shri Manohar Lal noted that better connectivity goes
beyond reducing travel time - it brings cities closer, connects people to new opportunities and accelerates re-
gional development and economic growth.

The Hon'ble Minister also appreciated and extended his best wishes to the CMD of NCRTC and the entire team
of officers, engineers, technical experts, employees and workers whose dedication and commitment have
helped turn this ambitious vision into reality.

Namo Bharat is more than a train - it is a transformative step towards a better-connected, opportunity-driven
and future-ready India.
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PMAY-Uand PMAY-U 2.0:Over 1.27 Crore Houses Sanctioned, 1.01
Crore Completed

Shri Manohar Lal, Hon’ble Minister for Housing and Urban
Affairs, chaired a review meeting on Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Urban 2.0 (PMAY-U 2.0) to assess the scheme’s
progress and discuss key aspects of its effective imple-
mentation.

The review focused on ensuring the timely delivery of
housing benefits to eligible beneficiaries, accelerating
construction and addressing implementation challenges
to achieve the scheme’s objectives.

Under PMAY-U and PMAY-U 2.0, more than 127 crore
houses have been sanctioned, of which 1.01 crore have
been completed.
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PMAY-U 2.0: Foundation Stone Laid for 40-Unit Demonstration
Housing Projectin Ratanpur

Shri Tokhan Sahu, Hon'ble Minister of State for Housing and Urban Af-
fairs, laid the foundation stone of a Demonstration Housing Project (DHP)
at Ratanpur, Chhattisgarh, on 15 October 2026 under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana-Urban 2.0 (PMAY-U 2.0).

With an estimated cost of ¥8.65 crore, the project will comprise 40 hous-
ing units, along with a dining hall, medical room, activity room, office,
laundry and community centre to be used as a night shelter. Each dwell-
ing unit will have two rooms, a pantry, bathroom, toilet and balcony.
The project will also include essential infrastructure and sustainable
amenities such as paved roads, solar street lighting, rainwater harvesting,
water supply, sewerage and fire safety systems.

The project will use Light Gauge Steel Frame (LGSF) technology with
agro-waste straw panels/fibre cement boards, promoting modern, sus-
tainable, safe and environment-friendly construction practices.

Weekly Information Bulletin
16th October - 22nd October 2026



. Ministry of Housing
101 and Urban Affairs

Government of India

MoHUA Reviews SBM-U 2.0 Progress with Focus on CBG, WtE and Hill
Cities

The 21st meeting of the National Advisory and Review Committee (NARC) for Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0
(SBM-U 2.0) was held on 22 October 2026 under the chairmanship of Sh. Satendra Singh, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Urban Development (DoUD), MoHUA. The meeting reviewed the physical and financial progress of
SBM-U 2.0, with a special focus on Compressed Biogas (CBG), Waste-to-Energy (WtE), and the proposal for
the Clean Himalayan & Hill Cities Initiative (CHHCI).

Action plans for various States and Union Territories were also taken up for discussion. The meeting was attend-
ed by Principal Secretaries (Urban Development) and State Mission Directors from the participating States and
Union Territories.
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PMAY-U 2.0 Housing Sanctions Reach 20.80 Lakh after 10th CSMC
Meeting

Over 1.93 lakh additional houses were approved under Pradhan

. 2
Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban 2.0 (PMAY-U 2.0) during the 10th F-— T2) e
meeting of the Central Sanctioning and Monitoring Committee i
i i . Pradhan Mantri
(CSMC). The approvals cover eligible urban families belonging Awas Yojana - Urban .0 ,
to the Economically Weaker Section (EWS) across Andhra e

Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Mi

Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Mizoram, 20.80 Lakh
Qdisha, Sikkim, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. s sanction MAY
With these approvals, the total number of houses sanctioned

under PMAY-U 2.0 has reached 20.80 lakh.

1.93+ Lakh

addional houses
approved i 107 CSMC

. il \n&,‘_‘-

The meeting was attended by Shri Kumar Ravikant Singh, Joint
Secretary and Mission Director (JS&MD), Housing for All (HFA);
Shri Sanjeet, Joint Secretary and Financial Advisor (JS&FA); Shri
Vaibhav Rundwal, Director (HFA); senior officials from the Minis- '

try; and Mission Directors of the participating States. =

EPMAYUrban ponayurten * PHAY Ixban D pnay urben D pmay-urbangovin
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DMRC and MES Sign MoU to Develop Strategic Underground
Infrastructure for Armed Forces

On 15 October 2026, the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) and Military Engineer Services (MES), Ministry
of Defence, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to collaborate on the planning, design, execu-

tion and capacity building for strategic underground infrastructure for the Armed Forces.

The MoU was signed by Maj Gen Manoj Oommen, SM, Director General (Works), MES, and Dr. Pramit Kumar
Garg, Director (Business Development), DMRC, in the presence of Dr. Vikas Kumar, Managing Director, DMRC,

and Lt Gen Vikas Rohella, AVSM, SM, Engineer-in-Chief, along with other senior officials.

The partnership brings together MES'’s strategic defence expertise and DMRC's capabilities in tunnelling, un-

derground engineering and project execution to support critical national infrastructure.
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Key News of the Week

TheHindustan Times

(210et, 2026)

{ NARELA } 2,500 UNITS

DDA’s LIG flats sell
out within 2 hours

Salonl Bhatia

salon: bham@handustanmms com

NEW DELHI: All 2,516 low-income
group (LIG) flats on offer under
the Delhi Development Author-
ity's (DDA) Awas Nivesh Yojana
2026 in north Delhi's Narela
were booked within two hours of
online bookings opening on
Tuesday, officials said.
Bookings for the flats - in
Pockets 3 and 6 of Sectors G2-G6
in Narela - opened at noon on
October 20 under first-come,
first-serve basis. The flats are
tentatively priced at ¥14.95 lakh
per unit and are being provided
with a 25% discount, DDA said.

- 'f.-_

The Times of India
(21 Oct 2026)

The scheme was launched
under Delhi lieutenant governor
and DDA chairman Taranjit
Singh Sandhu. The authority
said the response reflected
homebuyers’ confidence in the
affordable and quality housing
in Delhi. The strong demand also
highlights Narela's emerging
position as a residential destina-
tion, with the area developing
into an educational, institutional
and sports hub, officials said.

The DDA said they were
investing in infrastructure and
civic amenities to support
planned urban growth and
improve the area’s attractions
for prospective residents.

./’

-~

-

The Millennium Post
(220ct. 2026)

Metro adds 20trips

OUR CORRESPONDENT
New Delhi, October 21

The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) will
run 20 additional train
trips on weekdays from
Thursday and intensify
anti-pollution drives at
construction sites and sur-
rounding areas following
the implementation of
GRAP-1 in the national cap-
ital from Wednesday.

The additional trips, to
be operated from Thurs-
day, aim to encourage
more people to use public
transport instead of per-
sonal vehicles, the DMRC
said in a statement on
Wednesday.

The corporation will
undertake measures to
reduce dust levels at con-
struction sites, remove
road dust from surround-
ing roads and clear garbage
from footpaths and road
medians.
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Key News of the Week

The Times of India

(18 Oct, 2026)
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SHIVANGI SHUKLA
New Delhi, October 18

Integrated waste collec-
tion and transportation
operations have com-
menced across all 25
wards of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi’s
(MCD) Central Zone, cov-
ering around 98 square
kilometres and designed
to handle 1,080 tonnes of
waste daily.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta flagged off the proj-
ect, implemented by Core
Solid Waste Solution Pri-
vate Limited, a Renvion
company, under a Design-
Build Finance Operate

Transfer concession.

The system covers resi-
dential, commercial, insti-
tutional and bulk waste
generators, along with
street sweeping, desilted
drain, horticulture and

MCD introduces 1,080-tonne
daily waste collection system

and ce resolution.

The project also
includes Fixed Com-
pactor Transfer Sta-
tions, Material Recovery
Facilities and decentral-
ised composting units to

waste. Electric vehicles
will be deployed for pﬂ
mary and secondary col
lection to reduce talipape
emissions and noise.

A central control
room will monitor opera-
tions through GPS track-
ing, RFID identification,
weighbridges, geofencing
and infrared monitoring.
A mobile application will
facilitate status updates

St hen waste p
ing and ma ment.

Gupta said the initia-
tive marked a step towards
modernising municipal
services through coor-
dinated efforts by the
government, MCD and
implementation partners.
It aligns with the Cen-
tre’s Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion and aims to improve
accountability and service
delivery.
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ThePioneer
(17 Oct, 2026}

DDA takes land pooling pitch to villages;
policy could create 12 lakh homes

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Naw Dathi

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has begun a
month-long outreach cam
palgn In fland pooling areas
to explain to landowners
and farmers how they can
take part in the planned
development of their land
The policy covers nearly 200
s¢ km and could create
around 12 lakh new homes,
the DDA said in a press
release dated October 16.
The campalgn was started
on the directions of
Lieutenant Covernor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu, under Reform
Utsav. It consists of village-
level. on-site camps. The alm
is to familiarise landowners,
farmers and other stakehold-
ers with the development
models under the Land
Pooling Policy. Participants
can raise concems, seek clar-
ilications and understand
the steps being taken

to implement the policy.
The DDA has so far held
Interactive programmes in
Bakkarwala, Tigipur and
Sultanpur Dabas, covering
Zones K-1, Pl and N, respec-
tively. Landowners and
other stakeholders took part
They expressed willingness
to join the development of
their land parcels and
sought clarifications from
DOA officials on the process,
The officials told them that
the road network plan, along
with details of the land
parcels, would be notified
shortly. More camps are

planned at Chhawla and
Saranpur in Zone L, Neb
Saral in Zone |, Khera Kalan
in Zone P-1 and Mukhmelpur
In Zone Pl

The policy lets landowners
voluntarily pool their land
parcels for planned develop-
ment in partnership with the
DDA, The development frame-
work envisages integrated
neighbourhoods with roads,
utilities, schools, healthcare
facilities, parks. commercial
centres and other public
amenities, Land pooling
applies in Planning Zones
K-l L, N. P-lt and part of |

The Hindustan Times
(21 Oct, 2026)

PM SVANidhi YOJANA

LOAN DISTRIBUTED TO 24 LAKH+ f
STREET VENDORS

The scheme has been launched to
provide cost capitalization without any
guarantee to street vendors to start
and expand their business. This scheme
has proved to be a boon for such
businesses affected by the Covid-19
pandemic
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fied anti-pollution measures at
its construction sites and sur-
rounding areas, an official said.

As part of the drive, DMRC
will undertake measuresto re-
duce dust at construction sites,
clear road dust from surround-
ing roads and remove garbage
from footpaths and road
medians. Engineers will also
inspect construction sites and
adjoining roads to ensure con-
struction materials are prop-
erly covered and wheel-wash
facilities for outgoing vehicles
are functional.

reflected on the remarkable
journey of Namo Bharat,
higthdighting key milestones,
Init fatives 10 strengthen
ot okl conpestinaey, firs
and last- mile comnectiviey to
enhance the commuler
experience, and initiatives
such as Solar on Track and
the deselopenental a |10 MW
caplive solar power plant to
peodmote the envilonmental
and lnancial sustalnabiliny
of the project,

These achievements und
the progress made by the
poopat wereshowceed thmagsh
a fifem, bigghlighting the of¥orts,
Iinnovations and inltiatives

beat adso connects people with
W opportunities, therds
avkrdrgrs vuldecdgoen
and economic progress. |
commend all the officers,
cngineers, tochnlcal experts,
emplovess amd workers of
NCRTC for their dedicated
and committed contribution
o s radiang thas asml itous
peogect.” e added

Namo Bharat operations
commenced in Ocober 2023
with the inauguration of the
7 -k Priceity Section between
Salvibabud and Dahal Depat
Fost which. theentire cornidor
was operationabod ing phuesad
mannet.
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